A Message from the President
I would like to extend a warm welcome to our first time festival goers, as well
as a heartfelt welcome home to our returning FSA/FSG community
members.
If you have been waiting all year for this week, as I have, may this be all you have looked
forward to and more.
As the community comes together once again, seeing old friends and hopefully making some
new ones, I look forward to meeting and speaking with as many of you as I can, for you to
share your views and ideas with me, suggestions are always welcome and appreciated. Since
taking office, I have learned a great many things, among these is diversity builds a strong
community. A great many of us together share a world of experience, and come together to
share it.
At festival, you may look for me at the headquarters located outside the camp store, if I am
not there, they will know where I am, or you can make use of my open door policy, and
contact me at carljr.fsa@gmail.com.
It is my fondest wish that you all have a wonderful time.
Sincerely,
Carl S

A message from the Coordinator
Folks, I welcome each and every one of you to Free Spirit Gathering XXXII, Standing on the
Shoulders of our Ancestors.
We are all alive because of our ancestors. They gave us our DNA; their choices led to the places
we were born and the cultures we were born into. Some of our ancestors may not always have
been nice people by today's standards. Half of my ancestors probably would want to kill or
enslave the other half if all of them were alive today. Many were xenophobic and intolerant,
uneducated and opinionated, while others were inspiring and life affirming. While I might
not like what many of them believed in while they lived, I can still be grateful for the life I
have and recognize their contribution to it.

Lunch-time Concerts
Wednesday
Tom Swiss

Do you ever speak to your ancestors? Do you ever ask them for help or advice? For me, it is
hard to explain a need to spirits that never had a physical body, but when I call upon my
ancestors, they understand. They knew what it was to feel cold, to feel hungry, to feel lonely
and scared, to huddle around the camp fire in the darkness at night and wait for the winter to
end. And they knew what it was like to feel pleasure, joy, knew the taste of fine food and the comfort of
good company.
I find that for me, the ancestors might not understand this strange world that we live in, but they
understand what it is to need a safe place to rest, a community we can trust, warm food and a dry bed.

Thursday
Denise Lavery
Friday
Peggy Brennan
Tom Swiss
(Wolfsong & Jonny are not able to appear
due to illness, please keep them
in your thoughts and prayers,
and wish Sue a speedy recovery)

This is my twentieth year on Free Spirit staff and my fourth year as the Coordinator, and in those years I
have seen folks born into our community. I also know many who are no longer with us in body, and yet
still seem to come to Gathering in spirit.
These are our ancestors as well, and we welcome them as we welcome you to our fire.

Welcome to Free Spirit Gathering!

saturday
Mama Gina

What’s Up in the Evenings? (see descriptions for details)
Tuesday
Wednesday
Karaoke Meet and Greet with Bardic Circle w/ Mordecai
Karen and Chris Carothers
Evening Blót: Tyr
Scott Mohnkern
(21+, 9:00p-late)
Astronomy Observing Class
with Mark the Druid
(10p-late)

Thursday
Concert: Mama G
Astronomy Observing Class
with Mark the Druid
(10p-late)
Universal Temple of SpiritsGlobal Spirits Trance Possession Rite (10p-late)

Friday
Performance: Hvbris

Saturday
Concert: Burning Sage
Symbel: Scott Mohnkern
(10:30p-late)

Free Spirit Gathering 2017 Menu
Breakfast/Brunch
Tuesday
N/A
Wednesday
Breakfast Buffet
Scrambled Eggs
Vegan - Tofu & Veggie Scramble
Sausage
Hashbrowns
Oatmeal
Assorted Fruit
Assorted Cereals
Assorted Pastries and/or Bagels
Thursday
Breakfast Buffet
Scrambled Eggs
Vegan - Tofu & Veggie Scramble
Bacon
Hashbrowns
Oatmeal
Assorted Fruit
Assorted Cereals
Assorted Pastries and/or Bagels
Friday
Breakfast Buffet
Scrambled Eggs
Vegan - Tofu & Veggie Scramble
Sausage
Pancakes w/ Syrup
Oatmeal
Assorted Fruit
Assorted Cereals
Assorted Pastries and/or Bagels
Saturday
Breakfast Buffet
Scrambled Eggs
Vegan - Tofu & Veggie Scramble
Ham
Hashbrowns
Oatmeal
Assorted Fruit
Assorted Cereals
Assorted Pastries and/or Bagels
Sunday
Breakfast Buffet
Scrambled Eggs
Vegan - Tofu & Veggie Scramble
Bacon
Hashbrowns
Oatmeal
Assorted Fruit
Assorted Cereals
Assorted Pastries and/or Bagels

Lunch
Tuesday
Caesar Salads
Chicken Almond Caesar Salads
Vegan - Grilled Tofu Almond Caesar Salads
Tuna Salad Sandwiches
Vegan - Hummus & Pita
Mixed Greens Salad
Potato Chips
Assorted Fruit
Ice Cream Sandwiches

Dinner
Tuesday
Mexican
Ground Beef w/ Seasoning
Ground Turkey w/ Seasoning
Vegan - Southwest Roasted Cauliflower
Sauteed Onions and Peppers
Flour Tortillas
Tortilla Chips
Cheese, Lettuce, & Tomatoes
Cookies

Wednesday
Grilled Ham & Cheese Sandwiches
Grilled Ham & Cheese Sandwiches
Vegan - Creamy Tomato-Basil Soup
Vegan - Vegan Grilled Cheese Sandwiches
Coleslaw
Potato Chips
Mixed Greens Salad
Brownies w/ Icing

Wednesday
Chicken BBQ
BBQ'd Chicken
Hamburgers
Hot Dogs
Vegan - Shredded Vegan BBQ
Potato Chips
Baked Beans
Macaroni Salad and/or Coleslaw
Watermelon
Cookies

Thursday
Steak Sandwiches
Steak & Cheese Sandwiches
Roasted Potatoes
Assorted Roasted Vegetables
Vegan - Hummus & Pita
Vegan - Moroccan Spiced Couscous
Mixed Greens Salad
Ice Cream Sandwiches
Friday
BBQ
Hamburgers
Hot Dogs
Vegan - Black Bean Burgers
Potato Chips
Baked Beans
Macaroni Salad and/or Coleslaw
Watermelon
Saturday
Soup & Sandwiches
Chicken Salad Sandwiches
Ground Beef Chilli
Vegan - Smoked Almond & Chickpea Salad
Sandwich
Vegan - Vegan Chilli
Mixed Green Salad
Potato Chips
Assorted Fruit
Cookies
Sunday
N/A

Thursday
Italian - Lasagna
Lasagna w/ Marinara Sauce
Mild Italian Sausage
Vegan - Vegan Lasagna w/ Spinach & Vegan
Cheese
Steamed Broccoli
Garlic Bread
Mixed Greens salad
White Cake w/ Frosting
Friday
Fried Chicken
Super Chicken
Mashed Potatoes
Vegan - 5 - Spice Fried Rice w/ Sweet Potatoes &
Chickpeas
Sauteed Squash & Zucchini
Mixed Green Salad
Dinner Rolls
Ice Cream and/or Sorbet
Saturday
Roast Beef
Roast Beef
Mashed Potatoes
Beef Gravy
Corn
Sauteed Green Beans
Vegan - Chickpea Quinoa Pilaf
Mixed Green Salad
Dinner Rolls
Ice Cream and/or Sorbet
Sunday
N/A

Free Spirit Gathering Policies
Please take a moment to refresh your memory about our event
policies. If you violate any of these policies, you risk ejection
without a refund.

♦ Do not burn incense, burn candles, smoke, or cook
inside cabins or on cabin porches! The local Fire
Department charges a substantial fine for false alarms. If you
cause a false alarm, you will be responsible for paying the fine.

♦ FSG is clothing-optional. This means that you can wear as
much, or as little, as you feel comfortable wearing, and that
♦ Please be respectful of and courteous to your fellow
nudity is fairly common. Just because someone's nude,
attendees. In particular, please be thoughtful of your cabinhowever, does not mean he/she is inviting you to have sex with, mates when indulging in adult activities.
harass, touch, or leer at him/her.
♦ Our events are off-limits to all media personnel acting
There are two exceptions to the clothing-optional policy:
in a professional capacity without our prior written
consent.
- No bare butts on the bus. Bring a towel.
♦ Photography, videotaping, and other forms of
- If your child is young enough to need a diaper, they need to
recording are allowed only with prior permission from all
wear one in the pool.
persons involved. Look at folks' wristbands; if someone's
wearing a photo-OK wristband, he/she has indicated that it's ok
♦ If someone's behavior makes you uncomfortable,
to ask—not that it's ok to just take the photo. People without a
please consider first speaking directly to that person. If
photo-OK band don't want to be photographed, period. Ask
you don't feel that you can resolve the issue with that person on before taking a picture, and be aware of people in the
your own, please bring your issue to the attention of a staff
background as well. In particular, please don't photograph
member or the ombudsperson in a timely fashion. Please note
rituals or workshops without the consent of all of the
that there's nothing we can do if you don't tell us, and if you
participants.
wait until after the event is over, we can do very little.
♦ We expect everyone to maintain a certain level of
♦ Respect others’ personal space, privacy and
decorum in public places. In so many words: no public sex,
possessions. In particular, ask permission before touching
please. If anybody can see you without making a significant
anyone else's magickal items - drums, staffs, athames, swords,
effort, it's public. If your activity includes significantly touching
bells, chef's knives, whatever - and if the owner refuses
your (or anybody else's) naughty bits, it's sex. Please don't rulespermission, accept that refusal politely and with good grace. By lawyer with us on this.
the same token, while we have had very few problems with
thefts at our events, please use common sense with your
♦ You are fully responsible for your own actions. Parents,
personal property and valuables, as neither FSA nor the Camp you are responsible for the actions of your minor children.
can be responsible for them. If you have a question or problem,
please see a staff member immediately.
One more note: if you order pizza for delivery, please be
up at the gate 10-15 minutes after you place your order. If
♦ Please wear your wristband all the time. It lets us know you're not there to pay the driver when he/she gets there, and
that you belong onsite, and that you're not, e.g., sneaking in to nobody can reach you, we may auction your order off to the
steal everyone's left shoes. If we find you without your
highest bidder, or we may pay for it and charge you a handling
wristband, we will escort you either to your cabin/tent to
fee. What we really want to avoid is annoying the pizza place so
retrieve it or to Check-in for a replacement.
badly that they stop being willing to deliver to Camp.
♦ Do not bring illegal substances to Camp, and do not
share alcohol with folks under 21 or tobacco with folks
under 18. By the same token, if you're of legal drinking age,
please be responsible with your alcohol use. Please note that
giving your 21+ wristband to someone under 21 is considered
the same as offering her/him alcohol, and will get both parties
ejected.
♦ Do not smoke inside or near cabins, on porches, or in
buildings. This includes the Dance Pavilion. If you smoke,
please dispose of your butts properly; a recycled Altoids tin
with sand in it makes a reasonable portable ashtray. Throwing
butts on the ground does not constitute proper disposal.
♦ Do not use grills or camp stoves inside cabins or on
porches. Also, you may not dig your own fire pit; you may,
however, use a portable fireplace.

You may be
wondering what's
up with all these
rules and
guidelines.

Pretty much every bullet point was occasioned by someone's
bad behavior. Someone did actually try to jump the big fire
(and got badly burned). People have engaged in loud public sex
on the family side of Camp. People have had sex loud enough to
register a 3.0 on the Richter scale at 3:00am (and 4:00am and
5:00am and 6:00am) in their cabin. Parents have put infants in
the pool butt-naked. People have seriously overindulged in
alcohol and/or various other substances (and we've had messes

to clean up). People have used mattresses as candle-holders and
set them on fire. People have ordered pizza and never showed
up to pay the driver. What we're asking here is: please don't take
off your common sense along with your mundane clothing. A
modicum of manners, self-responsibility, and thought will go a
long way towards helping you - and your friends and
community-have a good gathering.
We've said this earlier, but it bears repeating: If you have
an issue with someone's behavior, and you're not comfortable
addressing that person directly, please bring your issue to the
attention of a staff member or the Ombudsperson while we're
in a position to do something about it. You're not bothering us;
that's one of the things we're here for. If you tell us about an
incident months, weeks, or even days after it happens, you
sharply limit our ability to assist you in finding a solution.

Fire Circle
Rules & Etiquette
(Prose Version)
♦ Don't try to jump the fire. Really. Trust us on this.

The Magick of
Large Fire
Circles
(Poetic Version)
Fire. Drumming. Dancing. All are older than history, older than
modern Homo sapiens. Putting them together is probably one
of our oldest magickal activities. You may have held fire circles
in your own coven, circle, or grove. However, the large circles
held at gatherings-bringing together scores, even hundreds, of
people of many different paths and traditions-require a bit of
extra thought and consideration for everything to go smoothly.
Please consider the following guidelines for participating in
large fire circles.

The Fire Circle
Triangle

♦ Inside the ring of torches is sacred space. Please don't
smoke inside the ring or bring glass bottles or aluminum cans
inside. These are ok at the small fire, but not on the sand within
the ring of torches.
Physically, fire requires a triangle of elements - oxygen, fuel, and
heat - to burn. Fire circles also rely on three elements: fire
♦ Don't let trash hit the ground and don't throw it in the tenders, drummers, and dancers.
fire! Use the trash cans for trash, the recycle bins for recyclables,
and the sand cans for cigarette butts.
Fire tenders start the fire, keep it fed, and are
responsible for fire safety. They often have to maneuver
♦ Be aware of, and respectful of, the people sharing the
through the circle carrying heavy bits of wood. Give them the
fire with you. This includes things like not standing so close to right of way and much love, for without them the circle is cold.
the fire as to crowd the dancers and not standing still right in
front of the drummers.
Drummers, chanters, and other
♦ Do not step into the pit itself unless you are fire circle makers of joyful noise take the heat and light of
staff, and don't mess with the fire at all unless invited by the fire and turn it into sound that reaches our hearts. Do not
block them from the fire's warmth; give them space and much
the designated fire tender.
love, for without them the circle is silent.
♦ Offerings to the fire-libations, small objects for
Dancers take the energy of the fire and the drums and
sacrifice that burn clean, are welcome. Items that burn
clean include: flash paper, cotton bags filled with herbs, wooden transmute it into motion that moves our spirits. Do not crowd
them into the fire, or block their path around it. Give them
carvings, and paper cranes. Items that don't include: rubber
balls, glass bottles, lawn chairs, cigarette butts, aluminum cans, space in which to move, and much love, for without them the
and shoes. Tobacco is sacred to some, but chemically harmful to circle is still.
others. Check with the fire keeper before you go to throw
Fire and flesh don't mix: You may have done rituals that
anything into the fire.
involved leaping over fire. This fire is not sized for such leaping.
Don't do it.
Keep a safe distance from the fire at all times. Keep your spirit
in the fire, but your flesh out of it.
Respect the space, and those people sharing it with you: Please
do not throw things into the fire. (Small offerings to the fire,

however-a sprinkle of herbs, a small paper with a prayer written
on it, and so on-are generally ok.)
It shouldn't have to be said, but it does: don't leave your trash
in or around the fire. If you carry it down to the fire, either
carry it back with you or put it in a trash/recycle bin. Please
don't bring aluminum or glass containers inside the ring of
torches at all. Your Mother thanks you. Your fellow Pagans and
Heathens and Pantheists and Witches thank you. The staff
thanks you.
Respect other people's way of respecting the space. Gatherings
are a time of diversity; you might do things differently in fire
circles held by your group, but festival circles belong to no one
tradition. You may dance. You may drum. You may chant. You
may do whatever magick you are moved to do. You may watch.
You may socialize. You may party. For all acts of love and
pleasure are Her rituals; and Gatherings are a time of unity and
sharing. Therefore let us come together around the fire in love
and trust and celebration. Blessed Be!

Info & Guidelines
for Spinning Poi
(and other Things
on Fire)

...and some more
useful info
Health Notes:

If you have a medical condition of which we should be aware,
please tell us when you check in. If you have medic alert jewelry,
please wear it all the time. Remember your sunscreen, especially
on body parts that might not have seen the sun recently.
Remember to drink plenty of water along with your more
interestingly-flavored beverages; heat exhaustion will not
enhance your FSG experience. Early warning signs of
dehydration include: thick or ropy saliva, headache, and not
having had to urinate in a long time.

Community Service:

We'll gladly accept your help if you feel so moved, but there's no
more mandatory sign-up (and no more Duck Bucks). Just show
up at HQ (by the pool) and say you'd like to help. If you do
commit to a task at a particular time, please do show up.

If you'd like to help us with the task of putting the Camp back
in good shape, please pack yourself first, and then come down
♦ If this is your first time spinning at FSG, please check in with to HQ any time after 9:00a Sunday and we'll deploy you.
Hobbit-the Fire Marshal-before you light up the first time. If
Cleanup: Please budget time on Sunday morning for cleanup.
you don't know Hobbit, someone with a radio can probably
If you're in a cabin, please sweep the floor, mop the bathroom,
help you find him. If it's not your first time spinning at FSG,
and take the trash out to the large bin in front of the cabin. If
please check in anyway; he probably misses you.
you reconfigured the beds, put them back the way you found
them.
♦ Don't spin intoxicated (any kind of intoxicated). If you are
intoxicated and playing with fire, we will ask you to stop. If you
Remember to check the bathroom, under the bed, and in the
insist on SWI, we may confiscate your fire and/or eject you
cubbies/closets for your personal items.
from the event without a refund.
♦ Don't spin alone. FSG has a helpful and competent fire
community; it'll be easy to find someone to spot for you.
♦ Be aware of your surroundings before you light up. Good
places to spin vary somewhat with how wet (or dry) the
weather's been.
The main ritual field when it's not in use: good; between two
cabins or under trees with branches that stick way out: not
good at all; inside any building: right out. The Fire Marshal will
have a sense of the good-and not-so-good-spots; please check in
if you're not sure.

Kids and Teens:

As a family-friendly Pagan festival, FSG hosts many kidappropriate and teen-appropriate classes, rituals, and
workshops. These can be found on the grid and in the main
program by looking at the age ranges. We also proud to offer
two formal programs for our next generation.
The Free Spirit Academy provides hands-on classes and
activities throughout the day for children to attend. Academy
Classes begin (and end with rare exceptions) at the Academy
Pavilion, on the Lark end of Merchant's Row. Classes range
from physically active pool time, to ritual construction, to more
handicraft style classes. Students ages 7 and under should always
be accompanied by a parent or guardian; and no student under
age 7 may attend any pool activity without one. FSG thanks
Heidi Donohue, Stormlilly, and the team for taking up the
Academy program and making it great.
The YA Track provides young adults with a place to socialize,
game, and plug in in the YA Space, a dedicated central location,
(sometimes known as the Back of the Dining Hall and the TV
room). There will be an adult on duty at the Teen Place from

right after lunch until midnight or so. Full details of the
program can be found in the YA Program Book, available in the
YA space. FSG thanks Lord Fairy Bottom Educifer, as well as
the rest of his team, for taking the lead on providing us an
The Hellenic Temple of Apollon, Zeus, & Pan
excellent program.
Opening, Main, and Closing Ritual
Please note: Some activities require parental permission (they (Everyone, see Grid for Times & Location)
are tagged so in the descriptions). The Academy permissions
binder will be available at the Academy from 9:00a until 4:30p Hugh
Paying the Rents: A Ritual for Manannán mac Lir
every day for parents to inspect the class descriptions and
approve various classes for their kids. The Teen Program binder (Teens and Adults, Saturday 3:00p-4:30p)
will be available at the Teen Space while it is open.
Claire / Luminous
Grief & Loss Circle of Healing
(Teens and Adults, Thursday 1:30p-3:00p)

Community Rituals:

A Note about
Workshops,
Sweats, and
Rituals

When you're attending any class or ritual, please respect the
presenters and your fellow attendees by showing up on time. If
you can't make it on time, please understand that you may not
be able to join in when you arrive. This holds especially true for
rituals and sweats. Some workshops and all of the sweats are
marked "sign up;" you'll find the workshop signup sheets in a
ring binder at Check-In and the sweats signup sheets in a ring
binder at HQ when sweats signup is open (see the grid for
hours). If there's a difference between times in the book and
times on the grid, the grid wins. The Master grids at HQ,
Check-In, and on the bulletin board on Merchants Row will
have the most up-to-date schedule information, plus addenda
& errata and weather reports.

Universal Temple of Spirits
Global Spirits Trance Possession Rite for the Spirits of
The Ones Who Came Before
(Everyone; children must be accompanied by an adult,
Thursday 10p-late)

Sweats:
Gwaeron/Craig Setti
Wiccan Five Parts of Self Sweat
Thursday afternoon -1:30-3:30
Tyrtle
Ancestors' Shoulders Stone Bath Sweat
Friday morning -10-noon (women only)
Richard Gates
Beginner's Renewal Sweat
Friday afternoon - 3:30-5:30
Richard Gates
Renewal Sweat
Saturday morning -10-noon

Free Spirit Gathering Classes
Arkcane
Introduction to Sacred Sexuality
(Adults, Wednesday 3:30p-5:00p)
Come discover the breathtakingly diverse world of sacred
sexuality. In this overview we'll discuss the whores of Babylon,
the heiros gamos, the Kama Sutra, Wiccan sex magic, and
much more. Join us to explore the endless possibilities of sex
and spirit.
Genderqueer Dynamics
(Adults, Thursday 3:30p-5:00p)
How can genderqueer people raise energy through polarity?
How do resonance and synergy create power? How can our

identity affect the magic we work both in and out of ritual?
Come discuss these topics and more in a non-binary approach
to interpersonal energy dynamics.
The Godbothered Sex Life
(Adults, Friday 1:30p-3:00p)
What happens when spiritual Work and personal relationships
mix? Do the Gods ever interfere with your sex? Come share
your stories and offer moral support in this guided discussion
about how service to the divine affects sex and romance.
Sacred Sex Toys
(Adults, Saturday 3:00p-4:30p)
We Pagans love ritual tools, and sex toys are tons of fun, so why
not combine the two? Let's looks at how the line between toy

and tool is already fuzzy, and blur it even more! From
intentional dedication to consecration by use, we'll explore
how the objects we use to pleasure our bodies also feed our
souls.

Bliss

Chaos Magick: Dancing With the Universe
After Dark
(Everyone, Wednesday 1:30p-3:00p)
Despite the moniker of 'chaos' being applied to this topic,
there actually is a fairly organized thought process behind this
style. Come and enjoy a discussion about practical spell work
Elemental Primitive Skills Series: Air
(Teens and Adults, Wednesday 10:30a-12:00p) Air is all around that walks between the spaces. Enjoy stories about application,
sigilization theory, creating your own entities while underus but we seldom utilize it to its full extent. In this hands-on
standing your own power. References will come into play using
class, we’ll talk about what we can learn through the air: bird
everyday objects, color magick, and tapping into sources allanguage, zones of disturbance and awareness, and how to
ready in existence. Symbols in modern-day society can be powlisten with an open ear. After covering these topics we’ll
transition into a nature walk where we can practice our newly erful tools. Why reinvent the wheel when we can merely borrow technology for an afternoon? Here in this school of
found aural skills! Limited to 20 people.
thought we steal everything that isn't nailed down and discuss
techniques for applying a purposeful lever to those items which
Elemental Primitive Skills Series: Fire
are locked shut. We'll ask questions, make up answers if we
(Teens and Adults, Thursday 1:30p-3:00p)
have to, and in general enjoy an afternoon out in the elements.
Let’s light things on fire! Hands-on class teaching you how to
create fire. We’ll learn about bowdrill, hand drill, flint & steel,
tinder bundles, then we'll start fires with a variety of these
different methods & materials. Limited to 15.
Elemental Primitive Skills Series: Water
The Fae and all things Faery
(Teens and Adults, Friday 10:30a-12:00p)
(Everyone, Thursday 1:30p-3:00p)
When we go camping we rarely think more about water than
Let's chat and rustle some wings. We will have a discussion
“where’s the tap” or “how much bottled to bring”. Our
group on what we do to define them, honor them, and work
ancestors had a very different relationship with water and water with them. What do you do? Do you carry iron shot in your
purification. In this class we’ll discuss primitive methods of
pocket because they make your teeth itch? Do you wear glitter
water purification and how to find water in a survival situation. and wings so 'folks' know? Who is a part of faery to you? Mab,
Puck, Titania, the wee ones, elemental sprites and gnomes?
Rewild or Die: Decolonization and
Walk into the Other with us as we discuss. Personal underBecoming Native to a Place
standing is welcome. Please bring your knowledge, whether it
(Adults, Friday 1:30p-3:00p)
be from fiction, personal experience, or divine clue by four!
If you’ve been around pagan fans of ten dollar words you may
have heard the term decolonization. I prefer a related term,
The City Shaman & the Urban Hedge
rewilding, or what it means to be and become indigenous to a
place. Many pagans come from families who have only recently Witch: Magic Where You Are
arrived on this continent and are only recently coming to grips (Everyone, Thursday 3:30p-5:00p)
Ever find yourself in a city, wanting to engage your center, but
with what it means to be settlers on the land of others.
can't quite break through the concrete barrier? Do you find
There are a lot of thorny issues at play here: what does it mean your own meridians are broken up by too much noise, static,
and annoying people in suits? Never fear! We will teach you
to be “nature-connected” or “land stewards” if your access to
how to weave magic using the backdrop of a modern city to
land resulted from systemic racism, oppression, or genocide.
your advantage. With our combined tools of city shamanism
What does it mean to try to reconstruct ancient, often heavily and hedge magic, we can show the class ways in which to use
place-connected, religions in locations where they never existed what you have around you every day in a ritual manner. The
before. We’ll open up these issues and more for discussion and flora and fauna of our urban or suburban landscapes are rich in
talk about ways we can all live in a good way as settlers on this guardians and allies. Who are they and how can we join magical forces? Hedge magic, shamanism, plant spirits, and technoland.
logical symbols can all be used in a more modern way. Come
to find out how to charge everyday objects for protection,
Elemental Primitive Skills Series: Earth
grounding, and even doing spell work to infuse magic into
(Teens and Adults, Saturday 3:00p-4:30p)
your busy life each day.
Becoming “one with the earth” is often bandied about in pagan
circles: this workshop will offer participatory lessons of doing so
that you might not often think about. We’ll demonstrate how
to blend in the surrounding environment both from a physical,
mental, and magical perspective. We’ll use natural materials and
Evening Concert
game exercises to cover primary and secondary camouflage,
concealment magic, and body shaping. Limited to 20 people. (Everyone, Saturday evening)

Asrik Tashlin

Bliss and Lady Marigold

Burning Sage

Butterfly

Christina

I’m Lost! Information and Skills for People New to Paganism
(Everyone, Friday 1:30p-3:00p)
Pagan events can be overwhelming, but for those who are new
to paganism, they can be doubly so. Come learn and share
some basic language concerning different pagan paths, translate some different words that you will hear as you wander
around camp, and learn some hands-on skills everyone at a festival needs – grounding (to let you focus on our interconnectedness), centering (to help you be aware of where you end and
others begin), and shielding (to take in only the energy you
want).

Lyme Recognition and Prevention
(Everyone, Friday 3:30p-5:00p)
How to recognize Lyme disease and how to prevent it.
Aroma Touch Therapy
(Everyone, Saturday 3:00p-4:30p)
A therapy using pure grade essential oils to promote health and
well being.

Claire / Luminous

Grief & Loss Circle of Healing
(Teens and Adults, Thursday 1:30p-3:00p)
♦ We all have loss in our lives, of many kinds, and FSG is no
exception when we lose several of our Family of Choice in a
short span of time, as has happened (again) this past year. This
Devotional Polytheism 101
gathering will focus on the passing beyond the veil of anyone
(Everyone, Wednesday 10:30a-12:00p)
who has been dear to you, including animal companions. It
Devotional Polytheism is a growing segment of Pagan pracdoes not matter if the loss is fresh or from decades past. We will
tice, but it can be challenging to figure out where to start or
be building an altar to honor The Mighty Dead, and send
how to approach it. Let’s take some of the mystery out of it.
Polytheism 101 explores polytheism from the ground up: what them our love. This can be members of the FSG community
(please message me if you would like someone honored from
it is, what makes it different from general Pagan practice,
our tribe), Elders who shaped your Path and you admired
what’s involved with it, how to begin engaging with it, and
(Margo Adler, Joseph Campbell, Tolkien perhaps), any family,
even how to start establishing your own devotional practice.
friends, teachers, or non-human creatures who have crossed
over. Bring pictures or any mementos you see fit. This is both a
Professional Tarot Reading
remembrance and a chance for healing advice. We will make a
(Everyone, Thursday 10:30a-12:00p)
Circle and send them intentions. We will have call-outs to
The step between “reading tarot for self and friends” and
“reading tarot professionally” is a big one, and there are a mul- those we think of spontaneously. If anyone is having chaltitude of things to consider before getting started. This work- lenges or triggers regarding a loss, we will have time for those,
as well. Both Pagan and Mundane support will be discussed. As
shop explores some of the important issues, including: choosa Certified Professional Coach and Grief Expert, I can address
ing how to read (in person, over the phone, via email, etc),
any challenges you may have had or be having in moving forcommunication techniques, professional etiquette, timing
ward, dealing with difficult friends/family, or conflicting emoconsiderations, pay scales and the ethics of pricing, necessary
tions that may arise. My book on the first week of Grief & Loss
disclaimers, establishing your “brand”, and much more.
will also be available. Loss changes you – and Free Spirit is an
excellent occasion to get new tools to help you adjust to those
Unusual Divination Techniques
changes. This class may be intense for kids – use your discre(Everyone, Friday 10:30a-12:00p)
Most of us are familiar with divination involving cards, pendu- tion.
lums, celestial bodies, etc. There are a plethora of other options
Earthbound: Grounding in the
out there, though, that might even suit us better. Check out
this class to get a crash course in other types of divination, in- Pagan and the Mundane Worlds
(Everyone, Friday 10:30a-12:00p)
cluding (but not limited to): scrying, candles (burning and
If this is your first pagan festival or if life is challenging you
wax), dice, books, and even computers!
right now, this class is a must. Whether you are feeling disconnected, crazed and fearful in life, or just energetically sideways
Connecting with the Tarot
from a ritual at FSG, Grounding is necessary for balance and
(Everyone, Saturday 10:30a-12:00p)
health. In Magickal work, and in your mundane life, we all
Memorizing card meanings is one thing. Understanding the
personalities and stories embodied by each Tarot card, and how need connection and quiet – stay in the moment, turn down
those personalities interact with others, is a different thing al- the volume, and just BE. If you are new to Free Spirit or Pagan
together. In this experiential workshop we will stand as figures work, Grounding will help you get the most out of your expefrom the Major Arcana, converse with the Court cards, story- rience. Both practical and Magickal, there is something here
tell through the Minors, and take an insider's view of the clas- for everyone. Open to all levels of experience. Bring a comfy
sic Celtic Cross spread. Note: Please be familiar with Tarot be- chair, your notebook, and an open spirit.
fore attending this class - this is not for beginners, and Tarot
basics will not be explained.

Caer

Gwaeron/Craig
Wiccan Five Parts of Self Sweat
(Teens and Adults, Thursday -1:30-3:30)
♦ This beginner-friendly lodge is based on Wiccan principles
and the model of five parts of self, corresponding to the Five
Traditional Elements: Air/Mind, Fire/Will, Water/Heart,
Earth/Body and Spirit. A sweat is an ordeal ritual of
transformation, of death and rebirth, and this lodge is
specifically for self-work. Come prepared to delve deeply: we
will be giving away that which we no longer need, and asking
for what we need and want going into our new lives, in the
framework of the Elements. This lodge is beginner friendly,
and it will be as hot as it needs to be. Please bring one or two
towels and a water bottle or cup, plain or fancy, for drinking
water. Older YAs may participate in this Sweat with parental
consent (see age range). Please bring your parent/guardian with
you to the Sweat Village right before this Sweat to sign the
waiver book. (For: All; Tradition: Seelie Court with training
ties to Sun Bear; Heat: Hot; Herbs used: Can vary; will use
alternatives to ones folks are allergic to; Ages 15+; Max
attendance: 12)

Dana Cote
Neuro Linguistic Programming: Can It
Help Me?
(Adults, Saturday 10:30a-12:00p)
This presentation will delve into the subject of Neuro Linguistic Programing (NLP), its history over the last 50 years, what
our unconscious mind is, how it works, and what we can do to
augment changes in our thought processes to improve the
quality of our lives. The human brain is a remarkably adaptive
organ which has served mankind since Dr Leakey's "Lucy". It
is well known that a person’s personality becomes fixed as a
foundation by the age of five years old. That personality continues to evolve and become more sophisticated as time
marches on. The study of NLP has grown over the years to
help change old flaws in our personal software and replace
them with new ones. This is introductory in nature, broad in
its scope, and will include exercises that can be used to help
with problems as they are detected.

Denise Lavery
Lunch-time Concerts
(Everyone, Thursday)

Emyrs
Beginning Frame Drum
(Everyone, Wednesday 3:30p-5:00p)
Frame drums have been an important part of human development, found throughout most cultures, from antiquity to
modern time. Come and explore this amazing history and
learn some basic techniques for frame drumming, while seeking to enrich your musical and cultural understanding.

Rhythm Playspace and
Gong Garden
(Everyone, Thursday 1:30p-3:00p)
There is joyous magic to be discovered through the voices of
gongs. Imagine the sound of thirty gongs or more. Now, add
noise makers and other percussive creations from all over the
world, representing cultures as diverse as the instruments
themselves. Now you can do much more than imagine, you can
play.
Singing Bowls for the Soul:
Vibrational Meditation
(Adults, Saturday 3:00p-4:30p)
Bring your singing bowls...Bring a partner and a towel or pad,
comfortable to lay on! Covered in this class will be a technique
of vibrational massage that is both relaxing and gentle. Only
the bowl touches the skin, as vibrations slowly penetrate and
relax the muscles beneath, as well as offering other beneficial
and wondrously stimulating possibilities.
Dance of the Drum
(Everyone, Saturday 5:00p-6:30p)
Drumming is about so much more than playing rhythms, it is
also about letting your hands dance on a drum. Having fun
and letting go of inhibitions - this is what separates the technically skilled musician from a great artist, the one who can
move you in ways you didn't think possible, because they were
having fun and let go their ego. This class will focus on learning how to weave complimentary and odd rhythms together,
into a musical whole. ALL DANCERS AND MUSICIANS
ARE WELCOME!!! Please bring any instruments you wish to
add to the mix.

Firesong
Medicinal Food Herbs
(Everyone, Wednesday 1:30p-3:00p)
Our spice cabinets hold some secrets to living healthier lives.
In this workshop, we will discuss the medicinal uses of common food herbs. Food herbs are ones that have been tested in
our kitchens for a long time. They are generally safe for most
people to use for medicinal purposes. We will discuss the properties of specific herbs used alone and in combinations, as
medicine. Bringing notepaper and writing tools will be helpful.
Spirit Bottles
(Everyone, Thursday 3:30p-5:00p)
Spirit bottles are altar items that contain things and are decorated in a manner which can attract the Spirit for whom they
are made. They are called ‘Boutey’ in Vodou and ‘Witch Bottles’ in European witchcraft. In this workshop, we will discuss
the tradition of Spirit bottles in various cultures and use various
materials to make the inside and decorate the outside of the
bottles. Feel free to bring materials with you for your Spirit.
Limit 15 participants. $5 materials fee.

Foxx

reeds, grasses, and flowers. We will ask for his protection and
thank him for his gifts. If you wish, you may bring your own
biodegradable offerings.

Home Brewers Forum
(21+, Thursday 1:30-3:30 )
A forum for brewers of all levels, including those new to brewing. We'll go through a basic walk-through of how to set up
and prepare mead while leaving the discussion open to everyone to talk about techniques, ideas, recipes. Bring what you’ve Poi 101: Introduction to Poi
(Teens and Adults, Wednesday 1:30p-3:00p)
brewed, let’s talk, share ideas (and our mead), and let’s build
This class will serve as a base for the rest of the fire spinning
brewing community.
classes presented at festival. We will focus on fire safety, fuel
choices, spotting practice and technique, construction and care
of equipment, as well as some basic spinning technique. If you
don't want to spin, but want to learn how to spot for your
neighborhood spinners, this is the class to come to.
Can you hear me now?
Conflict Resolution Skills
Poi 201: Revenge of the Introduction
(Adults, Wednesday 3:30p-5:00p)
to Poi
An Alternatives to Violence Project (AVP*) mini-workshop.
(Teens and Adults, Thursday 1:30p-3:00p)
AVP is an evidence based program used in community settings, This is a continuation of the Introduction to Fire Spinning
schools, offices, and prisons.
class. The class will build on the foundation laid in the first
class, introducing more intermediate/advanced moves and
concepts. Less time will be spent on the basics of poi, but fire
safety will still be a top priority. Working with lit poi is a possibility, but will depend on the class attendance and the comfort
Journey into Healing
level of the instructors.
(Everyone, Wednesday 1:30p-3:00p)
This is a present life regression, a trance journey, deeper than
Poi 301: Son of the Revenge of the Intro
an ordinary guided meditation. In this session you will have
Poi
opportunity to come to a better understanding of some of the to
(Teens
and Adults, Friday 1:30p-3:00p)
wounds in your past and to heal them. Do not eat just before
This
is
a continuation of the Poi series. Less time will be spent
this. Bring a pillow a mat of blanket to lie on. You do not have on the basics
of poi, with more time for the sharing of more
to have experience beforehand.
complex techniques. Additional poi-style skill toys and other
performance equipment will be introduced so that people can
Choices and Changes
get a feel for the range of possibilities, including whips, rope
(Everyone, Saturday 10:30a-12:00p)
darts, etc. Working with lit poi is possible, but will still depend
Each new choice leads us to an alternate future. Not choosing on the class attendance and comfort level of the instructors.
is also a choice. Let’s talk about how, and when, and whether,
we make our choices.
Showtime!
(Everyone, Friday evening)
Grandmother Turtle's
HVBRIS is a LAWN SHOW. No access to the Pavillion will be
Wisdom Tales
granted, per request of the performers. Please bring blankets
(Everyone, Saturday 5:00p-6:30p)
and lawn chairs for seating, as chairs from the Pavillion cannot
From the beginning of our history, stories have been, not only be taken out of the Pavillion.
entertainment, but also teaching and history. In our degraded
times, they have been pushed back into the nursery, thought fit Poi 401: Not Actually Poi! Come Join the
only for children.
Circus!
Come share this time where STORY is given its traditional
(Teens and Adults, Saturday 3:00p-4:30p)
value.
Come join the circus! Our previous classes focused on getting a
solid handle on poi as a flow toy, but this class will broaden everyone's horizon. Our troupe works with more than poi, and
flow arts include anything you can flow with! Staff, hoop, rope
dart, bullwhips, and more!
Paying the Rents: A Ritual for
Manannán mac Lir
(Teens and Adults, Saturday 3:00p-4:30p)
♦ Join us as we honor Manannán mac Lir, the great Celtic Sea
God, Guide of Souls, and Gatekeeper to the Otherworld. Man- Karaoke Meet and Greet
annán has strong ties to the Isle of Man, and at Midsummer,
(Everyone, Tuesday evening)
the Manx people offer bundles of reeds, meadow grasses, and
Come sing your favorite songs, sing a parody of a hit, or just
yellow flowers to him in a ritual "paying of the rent," accompa- come to listen, laugh, socialize, and have some snacks. Light
nied with prayers for his aid and protection in fishing. We will fare and beverages will be provided down at the Dance Pavilion
gather at the lake, sing for Manannán and make offerings of
for this event. All are welcome to the opening night of FSG!

HVBRIS

Giani Siri

Grandmother Elspeth

Hugh and Sundance

Karen and Chris Carothers

Lady Marigold
Meet the Green Bloods:
Plant Spirit Work
(Everyone, Friday 1:30p-3:00p)
Journey through the verdant green wood to engage the green
bloods: plants, trees, mycelium, and mosses or lichens. These
are our plant allies. Develop a budding relationship to a plant
ally or deepen one you are already familiar with through
guided sensory meditation and discussion. Savor, feel, smell,
visualize, and hear your Green Blood's spirit & essence. Negotiate with the spirit to capture the lessons by sketching or writing about its gift to you. I will have samples of medicinal
herbs/roots available and we will walk to an area where we can
sit with the flora and fauna (sun or shade). Bring something to
sit on (towel or camp chair), something to write with and draw
in. I will have a few pencils and notebooks available if you
didn't travel with a journal. Water to drink is a good idea (it is
also a nice gift to your plant ally). This class will be rain or
shine.
Herbalism: the Magical and
Mundane
(Everyone, Saturday 5:00p-6:30p)
Come explore the use of herbs, spices, and resins in spell work,
magical incense making, healing, protection, and banishment.
We will touch, taste, feel, and sense the physical and energetic
properties of different materials, so come ready to discus and to
play! You'll learn how green blooded allies can aid your work,
and create a protection sachet you can take home with you.
Please bring a notebook and be ready to participate! All supplies are included with no additional fees, but this class
is not recommended for scent-sensitive people.

the Kaballah and the cosmic filing cabinet that is the Tree of
Life. Bring pen and notebook if you like, and drop your
dogma at the door.
Evening Concert
(Everyone, Thursday evening)
Introduction to the Cube of Space with
Mama Gina
(Teens and Adults, Friday 1:30p-3:00p)
One popular theory suggests that it takes about 10,000 hours of
study and application to master a subject. If that is true, then
we are masters of our own creations. Whether consciously or
unconsciously, we define, direct, build, and destroy our own
creations – our own lives – every moment of every day. What
are we creating and how are we doing it? Are we mindful and
aware? Are we bumbling along and doing what we have always
done? Through study of a creation story, such as the Sepher
Yetzirah, and the construct born of that story – The Cube of
Space – we can apply the principals learned in a very direct,
mindful and practical way to our own creations and to our own
lives. Please bring a notebook, pen, and a comfy chair or cushion, and join Mama Gina as she describes her own journey and
study of the Cube of Space, and shares practical application of
some of the primary concepts of the Cube to conscious creation.
Lunch-time Concert
(Everyone, Saturday)

Mark the Druid

Finding One’s Place in the Universe by
Learning the Night Sky
(Everyone, Wednesday 10:30a-12:00p)
Have you ever looked up at the night sky at various times of the
year and noticed the stars and constellations look different,
and wondered why? Or why certain planets are only visible at
certain times of the night? How stars and worlds are born?
Safer Magical Sex, Magical Safer Sex
How our moon was formed, and why she has so many craters?
(Adults, Saturday 5:00p-6:30p)
What did that mean to Earth’s early history? Get answers to all
How do we as sacred sex explorers protect ourselves energetithese questions and more. Deep sky objects, nebulae, galaxies –
cally and physically during acts and journeys that involve our
the universe is a never-ending parade of wonder. This interacbodies, will, and desire? From masturbation to kink and all
tive class, though inside and taught on a PowerPoint presentamanifestations in-between, we will discuss how to use our
erotic props (safer sex supplies, sex toys, fetish items, and other tion, will not just prepare you for the two evening viewing sesgear) for magical shielding, extensions of our astral body, and sions on Wednesday and Thursday nights through the telescope at FSG, but can start you on a journey through your lifeenergetic empowerment. Join us as we discuss body fluids and
prana (and how to get our energy to move beyond physical bar- time of viewing the heavens with deeper understanding and
riers), how to choose what parts of ourselves intermingle with curiosity.
our partners, dedication or cleansing/grounding of our erotic
props, energy ethics, sacred spaces, and the why behind some of Astronomy Observing Class with
these interactions. A background in sex magic and energy
Mark the Druid
working is useful to be an active part of the conversation, but is (Everyone, Wednesday and Thursday 10p-late)
not required for attendance.
Come learn about the heavens as Mark the Druid takes you on
a tour from our home, the Earth Mother, out into the depths
of the universe. An 8 inch telescope will guide us on our journey. We will have a relatively dark sky, as The Moon will be absent at that time. Even if you have joined us before, every year
Mama Gina's Kaballah Soup: Tree Climbing and every night is different! We will view Jupiter, which will be
in the southwestern sky, observing his cloud belts, as well as his
101
four Galilean moons. In the southeast, we will view Saturn, his
(Teens and Adults, Thursday 10:30a-12:00p)
Be ready for a little levity as we pursue a basic understanding of rings, & some of his larger moons. As we exit our solar system,

Lee Harrington

Mama Gina

we will discuss some of the constellations, and their significance. We will attempt to view some planetary nebulae, which
are the ghosts of stars long passed, and look at the Hercules
Globular cluster. Finally, we will gaze millions of light years
away to view the famous Whirlpool Galaxy. If we are lucky, we
may be able to view Comet C/2015 V2 (Johnson) (!) located between Jupiter and Arcturus. With a clear night, who knows
what we might find?

Mary Rooker, aka Tyrtle
Ancestors' Shoulders Stone Bath Sweat
(Women Only)
(Teens and Adults, Friday -10-noon)
♦ Three-round sweat for women who want to hear themselves
in a deep way in the presence of their helping spirits. Open
prayer rounds great for clearing from your lineage
dysfunctional patterns and habits and for reclaiming your
hidden power as you nourish and re-member your true soulself. This work is a 3-way gift: (1) to our Ancestors as we clear
the lineage; (2) to ourselves as we step into power; and (3) to
those yet to come, who will one day stand our shoulders. No
alcohol/drugs 24 hours before or after. Please be on time; bring
one or two towels and a water bottle or cup, plain or fancy, for
drinking water. Older YA females may participate in this
Sweat with parental consent (see age range). Please bring your
parent/guardian with you to the Sweat Village right before this
Sweat to sign the waiver book. (For: Women (on Moontime
welcome); Tradition: North European Shamanic; Heat:
Moderate with Hot Spikes; Herbs used: Flower Petals, Osha
Root, Mugwort, Bear Berry, Cedar, Piñon Pine (Please tell
Tyrtle before we start if you’re allergic to any of these); Ages
15+; Max attendance: 12

Monika Healing Coyote
Psychopomp: Techniques for
Healing the Dead
(Teens and Adults, Friday 3:30p-5:00p)
A presentation that discusses historical records of
Psychopomp work, including the different deities from each
pantheon that have this role (Hermes, Manannan Mac Lir,
Coyote, Odin, Freya, Heimdall (to some extent, etc.)). Techniques will be discussed (both historical and modern-experiential), as well as the very real dangers and taboos. Finally, participants will discuss their own work with the Dead, and how incredibly healing and necessary the role of Psychopomp is in our
current culture.
Introduction to Shamanism
in the Modern Age
(Everyone, Saturday 10:30a-12:00p)
A presentation that gives a very general overview of shamanic
techniques from different cultures around the world. A comparison of philosophies is given, citing the works of Michael
Harner, Mircea Eliade, Sandra Ingerman, and others. The lecture will conclude with a Shamanic Journey, to help participants connect with a Helping Spirit.

Mordecai Diamant
Lunch-time Concerts
Come and listen in as Mordecai hosts lunch-time concerts for
your listening pleasure:
Wednesday – Tom Swiss
Thursday – Denise Lavery
Friday – Peggy Brennan; Tom Swiss
Saturday – Mama Gina
Bardic Circle (Everyone, Wednesday evening)
This is YOUR chance to share your inner bard. Come sing a
song, recite a poem, do an interpretive dance, tell a story, or
share any of your creative passions with the gathering.

Owen Tashlin
An Alternative Look at Fiber Arts and
Magic
(Everyone, Wednesday 1:30p-3:00p)
Anyone familiar with fiber arts and magic has likely considered the relative merits of silk, wool, cotton, and other natural
materials for their efficacy in spell work. But how often have
we dismissed artificial materials as unnatural and hence automatically unsuited to our needs? During this workshop we will
discuss modern and synthetic materials that may be used in addition to the more traditional fibers we're familiar with. We
will look at ways to substitute more readily available “unnatural” options for their more expensive or hard to find natural
counterparts, as well as ways that we can take advantage of the
unique magical properties of artificial materials in energy and
spell work. Bring an open mind and your knitting, crochet,
quilting, or whatever else you can lug in to play with, and we
can all compare notes together!
Crafting Diviners Meetup
(Everyone, Thursday 1:30p-3:00p)
Come hang out to talk crafting divining tools and show off
your favorites! As makers and diviners we often find ourselves
tempted or required to make our own tools; be it because you
wanted to paint your own Tarot deck, or because you practice
an obscure form of knuckle bone divination not readily available anymore. We will be talking sources, materials, divination
and anything else that comes up when you get a bunch of creative and at least semi motivated people into the same space at
the same time, so come hang out and see what we've all cooked
up!

Peggy Brennan
Lunch-time Concerts
(Everyone, Friday)

Pine
The Old Religion
(Everyone, Thursday 10:30a-12:00p)
How much do we know about the oldest indigenous religions?

We have bits of facts and pieces of hints. Do we recognize any
of our Gods in a religious practice a hundred thousand years
old? Can this bring insights to our own Pagan practice today?
Should it? Pine will survey what we know from non-human
beings, from the lineage of human species, and the sequence of
cultures, ending with the (in this context, very recent) Celts.
Supplement with your own intuition and interests.

summarize heathen ethics as a series of values called the Nine
Noble Virtues. These nine one-word
concepts are an effort to condense the philosophies that are
contained within thousands of pages of very complex literature. Join us as we sit down and discuss these virtues and how
they can guide us in our pagan path.

Evening Bl ót : Tyr
(21+, Wednesday 9:00p-late)
♦ The Blót is considered one of the two “core” rituals found
within the northern European pagan traditions. It is a ritual
where we acknowledge a God or Goddess, and that they are an
Beginners' Renewal Sweat
important of our lives. Secondly, a Blót is a ritual that is de(Teens and Adults, Friday, 3:30-5:30)
♦ Great for beginners! Four to six short rounds, depending on signed to recognize that they are not just beings up above us,
but they are companions who may bless us throughout our life.
time and people. Rounds will release everything holding you
back, ask for what you want, give gratitude for all that brought This evening we will be toasting Tyr. Tyr presides over matters
of law and justice. Tyr was once one of the most important
you here to make your life happen, and thank all the spirits,
gods to the Norse and other Germanic peoples. He also served
elements, and others who made your life possible. Please eat
lightly beforehand; bring one or two towels and a water bottle as one of the principal war gods. The most common tale of
Tyr told is his part in the binding of the Fenris Wolf.
or cup, plain or fancy, for drinking water. Older YAs may
participate in this Sweat with parental consent (see age range).
Introduction to Bind Runes
Please bring your parent/guardian with you to the Sweat
(Everyone, Thursday 10:30a-12:00p)
Village right before this Sweat to sign the waiver book. (For:
All; Tradition: Pagan with Sun Bear influence; Heat: Moderate; Normally, when people talk about runes, they think of casting
Herbs used: Tobacco, Sage, Cedar, Osha Root; Ages 16+; Max the runes in order to get a view into the potential future. The
image of the Volva (seeress) sitting in a dark cave with a fire,
attendance: 12)
throwing down the runes, and telling a young adventurer
whether his next quest will be profitable (or even survivable),
Renewal Sweat
carries with us, even into today. However, when the Vikings
(Teens and Adults, Saturday, 10-noon)
were at their height, the use of runes in magic didn't reach just
♦ Four to six rounds, depending on time and people. Rounds
to the concept of divination. In fact, there are very few referwill release everything holding you back, ask for what you
ences to "runic divination" in historical literature. In this class
want, give gratitude for all that brought you here to make your Here we're going to talk about "Active" magic in the Northern
life happen, and thank all the spirits, elements, and others who European Traditions by using bind runes. We’ll discuss ethics,
made your life possible. Please eat lightly beforehand; bring
bind rune construction, and how we can use them in our modone or two towels and a water bottle or cup, plain or fancy, for ern magickal practice.
drinking water. Older YAs may participate in this Sweat with
parental consent (see age range). Please bring your
parent/guardian with you to the Sweat Village right before this Symbel
Sweat to sign the waiver book. (For: All; Tradition: Pagan with (21+, Saturday 10:30p-late)
Sun Bear influence; Heat: Moderate; Herbs used: Tobacco, Sage, ♦ One of the most common rituals noted in tales of the
northern Europeans is the Symbel, or ritual celebration. The
Cedar, Osha Root; Ages 16+; Max attendance: 12)
Symbel is an important time for people to get to know each
other in a place which is sacred to the Gods. The ritual is simple. The participants are seated and the attendant(host) begins
with a short statement of greeting and intent, and then offers
the first toast. The horn is then passed around the table and
Morning Bl óts
each person makes their toasts in turn. At a Symbel toasts are
(Everyone, 9:00a-10:00a)
drunk to the Gods, as well as to a person’s ancestors or personal
♦ The Blót is considered one of the two “core” rituals found
heroes. Rather than a toast, a person might also offer a brag or
within the northern European pagan traditions. It is a ritual
some story, song, or poem that has significance. The imporwhere we acknowledge a God or Goddess, and that they are an tance is that at the end of the toast, story, or whatever, the perimportant of our lives. Secondly, a Blót is a ritual that is deson offering it drinks from the horn, and in doing so "drinks
signed to recognize that they are not just beings up above us,
in" what he spoke.
but they are companions who may bless us throughout our life.
Come join us each morning, as we celebrate a different god or
goddess each day:
Wednesday - Odin
Thursday - Thor
Crafting Sacred Food and Drink
Friday - Frigga
(21+, Friday 10:30a-12:00p)
Saturday - Freyja
Throughout history, various religions and cultures have utiSunday - Sunna
lized, and often been associated with, sacred beverages. Christians use sacred bread & wine in their Eucharist ceremony,
Nine Noble Virtues
Heathens use mead in Blóts, and sportsball fans have meat &
(Everyone, Wednesday 10:30a-12:00p)
beer. The main use of sacred food and drink is to establish or
In 1973 the heathen organization, the Odin Right, worked to

Richard Gates

Scott Mohnkern

SkyWolf

reinforce a connection. Whether as offerings to deities/spirits
or social/community bonding, we often feel closer when the
sacred food and drink are present. This workshop will discuss
how to approach the many aspects of the creating of sacred
food and drink. Topics include: Uses and Purposes - Choosing
ingredients – Awakening/Infusing sacredness - Aligning with
and Utilizing symbol sets for increased effectiveness – Aesthetics. While Sacred Sangria as an example will be present and
available to enjoy, it is not required. Come and share your stories, samples, and experiences with the group and let us bond
over the simple joys of life – good food, good drink, and good
company.
Awakening Our Primal Forms
(Adults, Friday 1:30p-3:00p)
In the beginning, there was nothing, and then came the first
thoughts, concepts, words, energies, and states. Shortly thereafter, more complex variations came into existence and subsequently become the norm. Yet each derivation can still be
traced back to the cardinal or simple forms from which their
power stems. Primal concepts such as Predator, Prey, Beast,
Victim, Master, Slave, Protector, Sovereign, and Child, can
evoke a variety of images and scenarios to explore. These
archetypes or primal forms and energies can be accessed to empower us in the various actions we take. In each of us, there exists a connection to these energies and states. As our lives grow
more and more complex, we often forget about this and lose
touch with our primal aspects. Primal energy is a very powerful
and raw force that is often misunderstood. It can be used with
precision and purpose if we have our beings and intents aligned
and ready. In this ritual, we will access raw and primal energies
to reawaken our connection to this source and embrace it
within ourselves. Come with an open mind ready to explore
your chosen inner primal form. Which of these await your discovery and exploration?

Sundance Metelsky
Working with the Spirits of Weather
(Teens and Adults, Friday 3:30p-5:00p)
The Weather is a constant feature of our lives -- something
that engages with us every day (whether we like it or not!) -and yet something that is often overlooked and ignored, or
worse, disparaged. In this workshop, we are invited to begin a
connection and dialog with the Spirits of Weather, reaching
out our consciousness to engage with the consciousness of the
Weather Spirits in an I-Thou relationship. We will listen, sing,
share, and dance with the Spirits of Weather and each other.

Thista Minai
A Pagan Primer on Sacred Kink
(Adults, Friday 3:30p-5:00p)
What is kink, and how can it be sacred? How is sacred kink
both similar to and different from sacred sex? How can sacred
kink contribute to and enhance a Pagan lifestyle? We'll examine potential answers to each of these questions in this Pagan's
introduction to sacred kink. This workshop will be equal parts
class and discussion, so whether you're 'curious about', 'into', or
'live it 24/7', come share your ideas and experiences. Join us to
explore the beautifully diverse and magically empowering
world of sacred kink.
Making Friends With Vampires
(Everyone, Saturday 3:00p-4:30p)
Discover how you can interact with psychic vampires in a way
that is healthy and nourishing for everyone involved. We’ll
briefly cover standard grounding and warding techniques,
then go beyond personal protection and learn how to turn a
draining dynamic around. Join us to find out how you can
make an antagonist into an ally.

Thorn and Thista
Archery as Devotional Practice
(Teens and Adults, Thursday 3:30p-5:00p)
The bow and arrow is one of humankind's oldest weapons, developing throughout the world and giving rise to myriad traditions from hunting to warfare to spiritual practice. Many of
the gods and spirits popular in contemporary Pagan communities hold archery to be sacred, and taking up the art may aid us
in connecting with them. Come join us to discuss the role that
archery can play in the worship of some of these deities and
how to develop a personal meditative practice through archery,
then let us teach you to shoot!

Tina
Fused Glass
(Everyone, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday 10:30a-12:00p)
Make your own amulet, pendant, altar piece, or other jewelry
out of fused glass- you can add dichroic elements, silver or
copper to your piece. Materials cost is $20.00 per pendant. See
www.profusionsofglass.com for examples. You must return to
class later to pick up your piece(s). Children welcome to attend
with parent.

12 Step Support Meeting
(Adults, Thursday and Friday 6:00p-7:00p, Saturday 7:30p8:30p)
An open discussion meeting for people in (or interested in) 12
Step programs, including AA, Al-Anon, OA, ACA, SLAA, GA, Lunch-time Concerts
etc. We will share our experience, strength, and hope with each (Everyone, Wednesday, Friday)
other that we may solve our common problem and help others
to recover. Festivals can stir up a lot of feelings and memories –
excitement, passion, joy, fear, anger, temptation – and the
meeting provides support for each of us as we experience such
feelings. Whether you're new to the fellowship or an oldSo you want to coordinate a
timer, please join us.
festival?
(Everyone, Thursday 3:30p-5:00p)
You come to the festival and think "Wow, I'd like to do that."

Tom Swiss

Traveling Tim

but don't know how. This workshop begins with a description
of the coordinator’s duties, details of the planning and pitfalls
of running an event, and will be followed by a question and
answer session. Learn what it takes to make a festival happen
before, during, and after the event.

Universal Temple of Spirits
Global Spirits Trance Possession Rite for
the Spirits of The Ones Who Came Before
(Everyone; children must be accompanied by an adult, Thursday 10p-late)
♦ In following with the theme of this year's festival, The Universal Temple of Spirits presents a service for the Spirits of the
ones who came before us: ancestors of our bodies, our spirits,
and our traditions. So bring out your drums, your ritual finery,
and altar items! We will focus upon Spirits with whom we
work very closely. Dressing as your Spirit will help the experience. We will honor our Spirits with drumming, dance, song,
and art. The singing, drumming, and dancing continues
throughout, and we call our Spirits into ourselves to share our
celebration. This is an open circle; you may join late or leave
early (although you'll probably miss some good stuff if you do).
An outside grounding/processing space staffed by skilled possession workers will be available. This is a Pantheistic working,
so we will honor Spirits from around the globe and sing in
their native languages when possible. Please note that this is
not an open drum circle; it is a possession-based working. The
more active your participation, the more exciting the service,
so... Please bring: a spirit you would call who has gone before
you in some way, be it from blood, spiritual path, or mundane
path ancestors; a song for them, if you have one; a design for
them, as we will all be drawing for our individual Spirits; altar
objects, if you have them. You may wish to dress in the colors
of the Spirit you'll be honoring. Donations of food, drink, or
money for supplies are appreciated, but not mandatory. The
Universal Temple of Spirits is a celebratory group practicing in
the Global Spirits tradition. The celebrations welcome all Spirits from around the globe. Rituals are theme-based, rather
than pantheon-based, and incorporate what we have in common as humans: shared food, dance, song, drumming, art, and
possession trance. Global Spirits is a harm-none tradition. No
one is required to partake of alcohol. Our website: www.globalspirits.org.

Wintersong Tashlin
Working With Ancestors of Spirit
(Everyone, Wednesday 3:30p-5:00p)
This workshop is about honoring and working with those ancestors who are connected to us through spirit rather than
blood or heritage. These can be ancestors with whom you share
a spiritual path, a common purpose, who are honored by traditions you belong to, or even people who played powerful roles
in your life but aren't part of your biological or familial background. We'll look at how we seek out and recognize these ancestors, ways we may honor them, and the role ancestors of
spirit can play in our greater spiritual lives and work.
Energy Magic Design and Construction
(Teens and Adults, Thursday 3:30p-5:00p)
Energy magic is at its most effective when approached in a systematic way, with care and focus being given to every individual element that comes together to create a complete construct. We'll explore the process of designing energy work for
various purposes, examine different means of bringing energy
magic into the world, look at ways to tweak or rebuild constructs, and consider how magic will eventually break down.
Magic with the Modern World
(Teens and Adults, Saturday 5:00p-6:30p)
Our modern lives are deeply interwoven with the post-Industrial Revolution world we live in, which is why this workshop
is all about ways to integrate the mechanical and technological
things that make the modern world possible with our magic
and practices. Covering topics such as the magical properties of
thermoplastics, using elemental magic in conjunction with an
automobile engine, and understanding how the methods of
manufacturing and shipping of objects you interact with every
day can make your magic more effective and efficient, this class
will expand our magical toolboxes in every sense of the word.

Wintersong Tashlin and
Thorn Mooney

Unpacking Pagan Privilege
(Teens and Adults, Friday 3:30p-5:00p)
Self-examination is never easy, whether for an individual,
community, or broad demographic. Yet our spiritual and magical teachers tell us that self-examination is essential for
growth. It is in that spirit that Thorn and Wintersong take us
Spinning Myths and Magic
on an at-times uncomfortable, but vital look at how assump(Everyone, Wednesday 10:30a-12:00p)
tions and issues of class, race, gender, and disability weave
Rumplestiltskin spun straw into gold. The three Fates spin,
themselves through, and have helped shape, the modern Pagan
measure and cut the threads of our lives. Sleeping Beauty stuck and Wiccan demographic. While particularly useful for Pagans
her finger on a spindle and fell into a magical slumber. What is interested in running groups, this workshop is sure to chalall this spinning about? How do we do it and what can we use it lenge anyone invested in building a more inclusive commufor? We'll talk about spinning myths, spinning fairytales, and
nity.
spinning Goddesses,
learn how to spin, and talk a bit about some magical uses for
spinning.

Vinnie

Presenter Bios
Arkcane:

Butterfly:

Arkcane is a spiritworker and kink educator. He has presented
workshops for Camp Crucible and many Dark Odyssey events.
He specializes in sacred sexuality, ordeal, polyamory, intimacy,
vulnerability, connection, and, above all, snark.

A devout atheist for 20 years, Butterfly realized in 2013 that the
world was so much more that science could easily label… and
that she had been feeding an altar for years. Having been gifted
knowledge by others as she began her journey on this path,
Butterfly believes in gifting forward so that others can receive
what her own teachers gave her. She still considers herself new,
no matter how many events she has had the opportunity to attend.

Asrik Tashlin:
Asrik is an eclectic pagan polytheist with strong animist tendencies. He has been practicing for 15 years with several different groups including Clan Tashlin and The First Pagan
Church of Asphodel. He has a masters degree in Whole Systems Design and is a graduate of the Anake Outdoor School.
Professionally he works in social justice and environmental education. Feel free to come up and ask about in animism, survival skills, nature-connected theology, and sacred games.

Caer:

Caer is a polytheist, diviner/reader, blogger, and teacher with
almost twenty years of experience conducting classes and rituals around the country. Her work centers around facilitating
connections between people and the Powers. Primary focus areas include approaching divination with a modern perspective,
making polytheism more accessible, sacred sexuality, rites of
passage, and living a simpler and more ecologically responsible
lifestyle. She is the voice behind Mystik Nomad (mystiknoBliss is an unusual creature. Crafted from an environment near mad.wordpress.com) and can be reached at mystiknomad@gmail.com.
Detroit Michigan 40 years ago, he has lived through many
strange adventures and dangerous tales of fancy. Often called
'dapper', he has explored many areas of magic and mystery. Including the ones he made up at the direction of Eris. Studying
ceremonial magic, chaos magick, eristolean passages of time,
parlor tricks, trans-possession, wicca, gnosticism and whatever Christina Murphy is a Mom, Grand Mom, dog lover, and recuperating Lyme patient who became a certified Health Coach
else seemed interesting at the time, his background is quite
through The Institute for Integrative Nutrition. She studied
colorful. A natural exorcist, he specializes in making really
weird things go away. Quickly. Shielding, invisibility, dancing over 100 dietary theories, practical lifestyle management techniques, and innovative coaching methods with some of the
through tight spaces, all of this and more is his to command.
Occasionally told that he is the Prince of Darkness, Bliss knows world’s top health and wellness experts. She is a published author of “Embracing Healing: A Slow Down Thirty Day Practhat is silly for everyone already understands that is Ozzy Ostice” and works, loves, and lives in the Frederick MD area. She
borne. Often can be found randomly associating reality
through the lens of poetry and Industrial music. Over 20 years does Lyme Education in the Pagan, LGBTQ Communities and
has done so since 2013.
of study in various arts, a long time Priest of Bluestar Wicca.
Ordained Clergy and also teacher. Yet there is always a price…

Bliss:

Christina:

Burning Sage:
Since 2002 - Burning Sage was birthed through its founding
members via the songwriting of Lin Sanders and the rhythm
of Sue Balaschak. They have combined their artistry performing as hard rock power trio, an acoustic duo, The Primal
Rhythm Drum Ensemble and again, full circle, into an eclectic
tribal/world rock band. Joining the line-up, this time around,
is songwriter Corie Kaminski. In addition to her songwriting
skills, Corie holds the drive on the bass. Also joining the
founding members is Dawn Fritz Heartsong, who ornaments
the songs through her artistry with accoutrements and hand
drums. Through the years, the common word heard to describe this band is "Intense". They continue to deliver "True To
Form".

Claire / Luminous:
Claire / Luminous – Still just me…. Witch, Geek, Freak, Reiki
Master Teacher, Priestess, Minister, Counselor, Coach, Healer,
Author, Cook, Performer, Dreamer, Builder, Druid’s Wife,
Cat Mommy, Detroit and Jersey, Music and Mayhem, Above
and Below. Blessed Be.
www.miriamswellhealing.com
www.youcanhealyourgrief.com

Gwaeron/Craig Setti:
Is his own effable, ineffable self.

Dana Cote:

sisted and performed cleansings, blessings, banishments, and
exorcisms on establishments. Talk to me about brewing, talk
to me about demons, or talk about anything.

Dana is a survivor of a successful 35 year career in Aerospace Engineering who always tried to develop some Right-brained
sensitivity. He is a Certified Master Practitioner in Neuro Linguistic Programming, Mental and Emotional Therapy, and
Hypnotherapy. He has also achieved Second level status in
My father was a fundamentalist atheist – “There is no God and
Reiki Energy Therapy.
you better get used to it.” It didn’t take. All children are born
little Pagan pantheists. Of course everything is alive and aware.
We talk to our toys. Our blankets and comfort plushies keep us
safe. We have invisible friends. We use magical thinking. Of
course I should ask a tree’s permission before I climb it. When
Ellis Woodward and Denise Lavery have been connected
you don’t send children to Sunday school to preach all the pathrough music more years than they want to admit. Ellis is a
gan pantheist understanding of the world out of us, you get
smooth singing troubadour who plays every kind of musical
me. I was raised in a house where I was surrounded by classical
event that you can imagine. From senior centers and children’s music and opera, science fiction, great big coffee table books of
festivals to bawdy barrooms, he invests himself fully, and
mythology, art, anthropology, and archaeology. My spiritual
genuinely, with all walks of life, with joy and skill. Denise is a guidance is music, all of western literature that made its way
long-time lover of music and feels so lucky to have the
into opera, books, books, books, and Star Trek. I improvise.
privilege to sing with Ellis at an FSG lunchtime concert this
You come too.
year. They will be playing a selection that spans decades and
genres, and their intention is that those listening will catch
the fun they’re having, and join in.

Giani Siri:

Denise Lavery

Grandmother Elspeth:

Emyrs:
Emyrs is a Professional Percussionist who has been on this
Spiritual Path for over 25 years. Traveling internationally to
learn the philosophy of Rhythm from many cultures. He has
been a Rhythm maker, guide, and teacher at events such as
Dark Odyssey, (Summer Camp, Summerfest, Fusion), Fet Fest,
The Beltane, Fires of Venus, Pensic, Sirus Rising, Starwood,
Playa Del Fuego, Pexfest, Maryland and New York Faerie fest,
and performed with the Band Karpathos at the New York
Rennsicane fair (to name a few). Emyrs is also a Long time
member of the Primal Arts Tribe who Facilitate Ritual events
and Spiritual awakeness to everyone.

Firesong:
Firesong (Eshu Akoni) is a priestess and Pathway initiate at the
Universal Temple of Spirits, a Global Spirits pluralistic trance
possession temple. Called the "human iPod", she is a traditional song mistress as well and a professional teacher, artist,
and an herbalist. Her garden is one of the most diverse gardens
in the U.S. Firesong conducts chant sessions, Global Spirits services, women's rituals, directs The Voices of the Seasons, and
pours for the Starry Night Sweat Circle. She has recorded several teaching CDs of traditional chants and is the author of
Global Spirits: Philosophies and Practices.

Foxx:
I have been a home brewer/mead maker for 8 years and I'm
currently pursuing my certification in Enology/Viticulture
studies at Harrisburg Area Community College. While attending festival for 11 years, I have geared my to life studying demonology, Kabbalah, and Alchemy. Demonology has been a
calling that I have been pursuing for the past ten years. In that
time I have researched, investigated, and studied demons. I
have also collaborated with other demonologists, and both as-

Nybor and I have been part of FSG since the beginning and attended every gathering for many years. Among the teachings
we offered was Family Circle, a late night healing and teaching
ritual. Nybor no longer travels but I am still out there as The
Crone on the Road. My classes/workshops primarily deal with
personal growth and development. The Meta message is
“Wake up! Take charge of your life!” At 87 years I am aware of
the rapid passing of time… however, with only 16 years left to
be available, I welcome each opportunity. Among my published works are “The Challenge”, a dream-sent poem and
“Gylantra’s Journey”, a Nybor illustrated/Elspeth written
grown-up storybook. I have created two spoken word CDs:
“Gylantra’s Legacy”, an audio version of the book and “Out of
the Forest”, a series of trance journeys. Visit my Merchant
Booth to experience Nybor’s magical art and my various works.
I am also available by appointment for Tarot Consultations
with the guidance of the Nybor Tarot Deck.

Hugh:
Hugh has been a Pagan for more than thirty years; he was at
the very first Free Spirit Gathering and has attended almost every one since. He is an eclectic Polytheist and member of the
Universal Temple of Spirits, a celebratory and devotional group
working in the Global Spirits trance-possessory tradition. He
has been awarded a Certificate of Continuing Education (with
a concentration in Text, Tradition and Interpretation) from
Cherry Hill Seminary. He writes poetry, reviews books for
Witches and Pagans magazine, and reads a lot.

HVBRIS:
HVBRIS is a fun-loving, licentious, and geeky band of fire
freaks who seek to entertain and amuse with wickedly creative
antics. They will be thrilled to introduce you to the wonder of
the Fire Arts, just ask them! A mix of fire, vaudeville, burlesque, and sideshow; they burn bright as day with the fiery tal-

ent and blazing comedy that is the one and only HVBRIS.
When it's too hot to handle, they're just getting started!

Lady Marigold:
Herbalist & owner of Hocus Pocus Potions, the
creation center where her magic comes to life. In her Apothecary she brews such treasures as: tinctures, teas, flower essences,
aromatherapy blends, syrups, salves, elixirs and personal care
products including Red’s Beard Oils. Her holistic approach includes nutrition & food witchery. Angie graduated in 2013 with
an AS in Western Herbal Medicine from MCTC. Teachers included Mathew Wood and Paul Red Elk. Western Herbalism
has a focus on the native plants and trees of Europe & the
Americas and their use in healing. Where herbalism meets
witchcraft: hedge & hearth witch, spirit worker and natural
medium, Lady Marigold is a 3rd degree High Priestess of Blue
Star Wicca with her working partner Bliss/Steve. They both
have been practicing Blue Star since 1998 along with their son,
Arden. They were ordained in 2005 as clergy.

Lee Harrington:
Lee Harrington is an eclectic artist, spiritual and erotic educator, gender explorer, and award winning author and editor on
human sexuality and spiritual experience. Serving as a spiritual
guide, Lee’s eclectic paganism is heavily rooted in his upbringing as the daughter of an Irish Catholic and a Goddess Worshiping Lutheran, various forms of Street Magic, Feri, Ceremonial Magick, and other paths inform his Work. He has been
part of CUUPs (Covenant of Unitarian Universalist Pagans),
GoddesSMack (a pagan dyke SM circle in Portland, OR), serves
as a Priest for Temple of Atonement, the Dark Odyssey Tribe,
and actively incorporates bondage and other forms of BDSM
and fiber magic into his spirit work in service to the goddess
Bear and oracular working in honor of the Star Goddess. His
books include “Sacred Kink: The Eightfold Paths of BDSM and
Beyond,” “On Starry Thighs: Sacred and Sensual Poetry,”
“Traversing Gender: Understanding Transgender Realities,”
and his writings and photography have appeared in numerous
other publications, such as “Dark Moon Rising: Pagan BDSM
and the Ordeal Path.” Check out the trouble Lee has been getting into, as well as his regular podcast, tour schedule, free essays, videos and more over at www.PassionAndSoul.com.

Mama Gina:

also been a member of the Order of Bards, Ovates, & Druids
since 2004. His professional background is in the Geosciences
at New Jersey City University. He is also president of North Jersey Astronomical Group conducting public astronomy outreach, and also contributes his work to David Levy’s Sharing
the Sky Foundation.

Mary Rooker, aka Tyrtle
Tyrtle’s cosmology is North European shamanism. Answering
the call to healing and wholeness, manifesting non-dualistic
realities, and transcending gender roles are central to Tyrtle’s
vision. Her spiritual beliefs inform her political activism,
which dates from the 1970s and includes a range of freedom,
justice, and ecology movements. She calls her sweats “Stone
Baths” in honor of her Anglo-Saxon/Germanic heritage. She
worked sweats full-time within the Pagan community from
1995-2010 and has poured since 1996. A graduate of lengthy
teacher trainings from Sandra Ingerman and Betsy Bergstrom,
she is authorized by them to teach. She has engaged
shamanism since the early 1990s and has a shamanic healing
and teaching practice in the D.C. area.
Her Shamanic Healers’ School opened in 2007 and continues
to offer training for healers, journeyers, and everyday life. See
http://www.shamanicspring.com.

Monika Healing Coyote:
Monika Healing Coyote is a shamanic healer
located in Maryland. She was a member of Ár nDríaocht Féin,
A Druid Fellowship for over 9 years, and worked within their
Healer’s Guild for 3 years. She received her Master’s degree in
Psychology in 2005, and has worked in the field of mental
health for over 15 years. Monika has extensive spiritual training, including her Teacher Level certification in Reiki, Sandra
Ingerman's Medicine for the Earth, and Soul Retrieval. She
currently teaches both Beginning and Advanced Shamanic
Journey classes in the Central Maryland area. Monika works
hard to combine her training in both psychology & shamanism for her clients, and loves to talk with others about Joyful
practices!

Mordecai Diamant

Born Jewish, still keep kosher, though not fully satisfied. Been
exploring Paganism, so I guess I’m a “Pew” (sounds better than
Mama Gina travels the country sharin' her Muse, slingin' her 12 “Jagan”).
string acoustic, bangin' her drums, and singin' of the Divine
and human nature. She's making room on stage these days for Literally been DJing longer than I’ve known the term for it. I
her alter-ego Nine Toes the Bard who will make you laugh,
believe it may have been the third or fourth grade, when I
cry, and laugh some more. She once wrote a book about Tarot spent “recess” playing requests for the kids in the courtyard.
- Tarot Spreads, Threads & Mandalas - and in her spare time,
The phonograph in my home room was left at my disposal.
she loves to wax poetic about Tarot, Kaballah, Magick and Music. www.mamaginamusic.com
Schooled for DJ/announcing in 1985. Hated announcing on the
air. Began Mobile DJing in 1996, after coming back from
DJing for Club Med in the Dominican Republic. Love
watching crowds dance … it’s my high …

Mark the Druid:

Mark the Druid has been a practicing pagan since 1996, with a
background in Celtic, Wiccan, and Norse traditions. He has

First ran Karaoke in Philadelphia around 2001. Still enjoy,
looking for a local bar now.

Carlin, and Monty Python and now has enough issues for a
Started doing convention sound around 2004. First year not
subscription or two. Drawing upon his many years of IT secuworking cons, have a new full time job. Enjoying reconnecting rity (CEH, CISSP), gaming, and fencing, he has a unique way
with the “other” crowd in the Philadelphia area.
of thinking and presenting. Whether he makes sense, speaks
madness, or both, is entirely up to you.
Have already DJed events and weddings for folk I’ve met
through FSA, and sister groups. Have more scheduled in the
future. Am available for pretty much any kind of Event.

Scott Mohnkern:

Scott Mohnkern discovered his draw to the heathen path over
20 years ago at Free Spirit Gathering. He was a practicing solitary, and then began teaching basic heathen classes and perOwen Tashlin has been practicing magic and teaching for
forming rituals. In the last 20 years he has formed the working
what feels like a very long time now. He is versed in many fiber group Journeys Rest, written several books, including A Year of
based crafts, but has a particular love for knitting and loom
Viking Ritual, and Hanging From The Tree: Living With the
weaving. His art has been featured in tarot and is the cover art Runes. He has taught at several pagan conferences and festivals
for this year's festival, and he is always looking to explore new in the mid Atlantic, and is currently studying Seidr with Laumediums and techniques. Learning and teaching are always
rel Mendes and is working on his next book, Ancient Values
where Owen is happiest and he looks forward to this year's fes- for a Modern Age. He also runs a web site: www.modernheativities!
then.com. At Free Spirit you can normally find him at his
booth in Merchant’s Row, or sitting in front of his cabin socializing.

Owen Tashlin:

Peggy Brennan

Peggy Brennan has been accompanying her voice on guitar
since 1973, literally playing folk rock since it was top forty! Also
a shamanic practitioner, Peggy does profound healings. There
is one soul/song retrieval healing technique that spiritually
acquires your own melodic verbal affirmation, which she calls
Empowerment song. http://www.peggybrennan.org/

Pine:
Pagan and interested for a lifetime in what this Universe
teaches us about living in it, past presenter at FSG since the
1990s.

Richard Gates
Richard studied Sun Bear sweat protocols with Diane
Duggan in Delaware. He has poured different protocols
at FSG and elsewhere off and on over the years. Richard
is a student of shamanism and Wiccan traditions.

SkyWolf:
SkyWolf is a wandering Wolf shaman in search of answers, especially to the question "How can we dream a better dream?"
After wandering 15 years in varied alternative communities, he
found that the path of Primal Shamanic Spirit Hacker was
waiting for him all along. Usually found sharing his famous sacred sangria, he lives to teach, guide, and promote healing to
empower others to live passionately. While proficient in multiple skills and tools, he specializes in shamanic healing especially dealing with trauma, spiritual explorations, and connecting with primal energy. Outside of presenting at events or
groups, he leads “Wolven Dreams, Academy of Shamanic Arts
& Sciences”, teaching a unique approach to shamanic technology that enables anyone to learn and become effective. His personal heroes are Jim Henson, Batman, and Spiderman. As a
child, he was raised on Addams Family, Marx Brothers, George

Sundance Metelsky:
Sundance Metelsky is an existential shamanic mystic who has
been walking the shamanic path since 1992. She has studied
with Rena Yount, Tom Cowan, Dana Robinson, Adam Davis,
Mary Tyrtle Rooker, and others. She has been a member of a
weather shamanism apprenticeship program led by Nan Moss
since 2013. She is also a member of the Universal Temple of
Spirits (trance possession), the Sacred Women's Circle (eclectic), and the Jungian Society of Washington.

Thista Minai:
Thista Minai is a Priestess of Artemis, polytheist, spiritworker,
ordeal facilitator, Third Degree High Priestess in the Blue Star
Tradition of Wicca, Tashrisketlin Master Ritualist, and
founder of Spectrum Gate Mysteries. She has more than fifteen
years of experience with designing and conducting rituals, performing various types of energy work, and teaching workshops
on a wide variety of spiritual topics. Thista applies the knowledge gained from her master’s degree in education to developing better curriculum and support structures for students of
modern Paganism and spirituality.

Thorn Mooney:
Thorn Mooney is a Gardnerian priestess and covenleader operating in Charlotte, North Carolina. She writes about traditional forms of witchcraft and Wicca for Patheos Pagan and
Llewelyn Worldwide. Look for her first book in 2018. In the
meantime, find her at thornthewitch.com.

Tina:
Tina Van Pelt has been teaching fused glass at FSG since 2005.
She lives in Greenbelt MD at her home studio.

Tom Swiss:
Including Original music based around poetic lyrics and covers
ranging from centuries-old folk songs to 21st century rock and
roll, Tom Swiss’s eclectic acoustic music was once described by
a bystander as sounding like “a combination of Jim Morrison
and Jello Biafra”. Besides numerous venues in and around Baltimore, he has played at events including the Ellicott City Fall
Festival, Wisteria’s Cornstalk Festival, the Free Spirit Gathering, and the Instant Gratification series of multimedia art happenings. http://infamous.net/music/

Wintersong Tashlin:

Wintersong Tashlin (www.barkingshaman.com) is a shaman,
magician, educator, and activist who runs rituals and teaches
classes on topics such as magic, spirituality, alternative sexuality, and relationships. His ritual work largely focuses on rites of
personal transformation and ordeal; while his magical work is
focused on a systematic approach to the interactions between
people and the energies around us. As a shaman and spirit
worker, Winter works with the wandering Dead, along with a
diverse range of gods and sprits; offers divination service; and
facilitates rituals for both individuals and communities on his
own and with Clan Tashlin/Tashrisketlin, of which he is one
of the founders. Wintersong has presented workshops and/or
run ritual at events throughout the northeast and across the
USA. He is past dean of the College of Brigantia, a pagan adult
This is Tim’s 20th year on FSG staff, 23rd year attending, and
fourth year as Coordinator. When not at Gathering, Tim does education program in central Massachusetts, and his writing
and photography has been featured in NewWitch Magazine,
project management and teaches Self Defense.
HUGGIN, and books by leading pagan authors.

Traveling Tim:
Vinnie:

Vinnie is way too curious, has far too many interests, and entirely too many piles of unfinished projects. She has been a Pagan since her early teens and lives in Central Massachusetts
with her partner, a variable number of cats, and an even more
variable number of rabbits.

FSG Academy Classes
List of classes for 2017 including days and times.

Wednesday
10-11 - Guided Meditation
11-12 - Persephone and the Pomegranate
2-3 - Galaxy Jars
3-4 - Kids Swim (Pool time)

Thursday
10-11 - Mindfulness Meditation (with bells)
11-12 - Summer Solstice Suns
2-3 - Nature Hike
3-4 - Kids Swim (Pool time)

Friday
10-11 - Mantras and Meditation Chains
11-12 - Positive Thinking
2-3 - Gratitude Stones
3-4 - Kids Swim (Pool time)

Saturday
10-11 - Recycled Drum making (using coffee cans)
11-12 - Percussion Sounds
2-3 - Mini Carnival
3-4 - Kids Swim (Pool time)

Descriptions
*Guided Meditation (Academy Staff) - In a
world of sensory overload, kids need meditation as much as
adults. Meditation helps kids develop focus, regulate their own
emotions, and learn how to pay attention inside and out. It
gives them a sense of center and, therefore, resilience. We will
be learning about what meditation is and explore different
types throughout the festival.
We will be listening to a guided meditation journey to help
you relax, center, and focus. We'll be laying on the ground, so
you'll probably want to bring a beach towel or blanket.
*Persephone and the Pomegranate
(Academy Staff) - We will be reading and discussing a
short story about Persephone, and trying Pomegranate seeds.
*Galaxy Jars (Academy staff) - We will be using
a variety of materials to make relaxing glittery galaxy jars.
*Kid Swim Time (Academy Staff) - Dive right in
and enjoy a swim! Get some exercise, or just lounge. Remember
a towel! If you're 6 or younger, you'll need a parent/guardian
with you at the pool. Meet at the Academy Pavilion and we'll
head down to the pool! If we get rained out, there will be bonus
crafts classes.

*Mindfulness Meditation (with Bells) - In
this class we will be trying a few different meditations well
focusing on the ringing of small bells.
*Summer Solstice Suns - Patty will be reading from
The Circle Round and then we will be painting 3d suns!
*Nature Walk - We will meet at the Academy Pavilion
and take a walk around the campground, observing and
discussing the flora and fauna of Ramblewood. This is
primarily for kids, but everyone is welcome. Please have on
your sturdy walking shoes, sunscreen, bug repellent, and maybe
a hat. Don't forget your field glasses or binoculars if you have
them.
*Mantras and Meditation chains - Mantras,
if we expand our definition and view a little bit, are
everywhere. And they are very powerful in every form they
take. Thoughts and words can shape us. What you think, you
become. We will make meditation chains to help focus on
mantras and messages that encourage us to tune into our
inner, authentic voice and tune out the negative and
distracting messages.
*Positive Thinking (Academy Staff) - It’s not
always easy to see the positive things in life, especially when
you’re a kid, but having a positive attitude and outlook on life
makes solving life’s problems much easier. We will be
discussing the power of our minds, and practicing some small
mental exercises to show the power of positive energy and
positive thinking, and how to turn a negative attitude around!
*Gratitude Stones - Some days it can be hard to feel
happy, but research shows that daily reminders of what you
have to be grateful for can help reduce depression and increase
happiness. We will be discussing the importance of gratitude
and painting small stones to use as reminders to think about
what we have to be happy and grateful for.
*Recycled Drum making - We will be decorating
coffee cans to use as drums and shakers.
*Percussion sounds (Dona Carter) - Dona
will be introducing us to the different sounds of percussion.
Various drums and Tibetan bowls as well as shaker sounds, we
will then form an orchestra of their choice to introduce them
to what we do at the fire and how listening can help us unite
and work together.
* Mini Carnival- Just for fun! Homemade Carnival
Games and Activities with popcorn and prizes!

Coloring Page
God/dess has blessed us with an extra page in the program
this year, so here are some fun shapes to color!

2017 FSG Merchants
Balticsmith
Silver and bronze jewelry (forged/fabricated/sculpted)
balticsmith.com, facebook.com/Balticsmith/

The Modern Heathen
Rune Readings, Books, and Knit gods
www.modernheathen.com

Can Do with Lyme LLC
provide information about prevention and recognition of
Lyme disease
candowithlyme.com

Neighborhood Acupuncture
www.myNeighborhoodAcupuncture.com

Denise Mullins
Reader of Runes
Essence of Earth and Spirit
crystals, stones, jewelry, pagan supplies
House of Steel: the Legacy of Little John
forged blades, etched drinking horns, etched glassware,
original art T shirts
Lapidify
Hand made, wire woven jewelry created by someone who talks
to rocks.
www.Lapidify.net, www.etsy.com/shop/Lapidify
Livity Foods
Ever Bars, chocolates and tea/juice

Skein & Story: a box of Yarn, Yarns,
and Warm Fuzzy Feelings
First box will contain:
 Yarn – by Mystery Yarn
God/dess
 Yarn – by FSG’s own Kitsa!
‘Twilight’, a story of
psychological horror about
what happens between the
light and the night.
 Warm Fuzzy Feelings –
support indie artists – dyers,
authors, musicians,
meditation-makers, more!
Are you an indie-dyer? An author?
Interested in ordering a box?
Some or all of these?
Contact Birdy at skeinandstory@gmail.com
for information on all of the above.
May your yarn and your yarns always be most magickal!
-Birdy :>O<:

Pendragon Chainmail
pendragonchainmail.etsy.com
Pink Flamingo New & Estate Items
Jewelry, Stones, Globes, Trinkets, Reiki Items and Jewelry
Purring Banshee Studios
Deity and Spiritual Jewelry; Pottery; CDs - All Handmade
www.etsy.com/shop/PurringBansheeStudio
Silver Willow
Leather Cloaks, Tops, Skirts, Bags and Journals
www.silverwillowstar.etsy.com
Yoniworks
Northern European Iron Age and Early Medieval reproduction
jewelry in sterling silver and bronze that was sculpted, cast,
forged, fabricated and finished by ourselves. Drinking horns.
Pre-strung, strung-to-order, and loose beads. Archaeology and
folklore books. Goddess-themed jewelry fabricated by
ourselves. Jewelry accessories such as chains, thongs, etc.
balticsmith.com, yoniworks.com (registered only)

Your Event Organisers










Tim Salisbury, Head Coordinator
Carl Schmon, Deputy Coordinator
Morganna Dawn, Eve, Mariah
Merchant Coordinators
Lynn Cunningham, Your Cruise Director
(Entertainment Coordinator)
Kitsa, Staff Wrangler, Registration
Coordinator, and Queen of the Reg Sidhe
Irish Stacey, Reg Sidhe
Kristof, Leraje, Rowan Moon,
Apprentice Coordinators
Thista, Programming Organizer
Joel and Garret, Quartermasters













Arden and Michael,
Maestros of Set Up/Tear Down
Craig Setti, Medical Department Chief
Jessie O’Gallcobhair, Sheriff in Training
Tyrtle, Sweats
Allen, Fire Chief
Raven, Lifeguard Wrangler
Brenna, Check In Sidhe
Madame Ruppy, Short Bus Transport
Pyro, Camp Store
Gremlin, Parking Czar
Bobbie, Group W Bench

Thank yous!
Thanks
To all the volunteers who will have spent their vacation working this event and their families who listen with patient ear,
who get “drafted” into helping or making something that the event needs; to our tireless Town Runner who signed up
for one trip per day and often makes two or three; to the coordinators, administrators, and department heads who work
tirelessly throughout the year; to the membership of Free Spirit Alliance for their never-ending support; to the FSA
Young Adult Council for their fresh ideas and enthusiasm; to Harry Leff and the Camp Ramblewood staff for their support and never-ending hard work; and last but certainly not least, to YOU, our attendees, our guests, without whom this
Gathering would not be possible.
Extra Special Thanks to Kitsa’s Sister Birdy who produced this year’s program,
and to Owen Tashlin, who did the artwork for this year’s gathering.
Give Thanks!

